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“THE GOSPEL MUST FIRST BE PUBLISHED AMONG ALL NATIONS.’’—Mark xiii. 10. 
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THE LITERATURE WHICH THE BIBLE HAS EVOKED, | tion and visible shape to languages which were 


‘weap ty Rae a previously but a “ wandering voice,” and nothing 
she: following paragraphs. are taken: trom a else. This book it is that first conferred on many 


volume of lectures entitled “The Superhuman a barbarous nation the wondrous art of condens- 
Origin of the Bible,’”” by the celebrated English | ing the volatile vapour of human thought into a 
essayist, Mr. Henry Rogers, author of “The | visible form, taught them the first elements of 


Eclipse of Faith.” Though published as long | those arts which are the necessary condition of 


ago as 1874, they are still fresh and attractive: wh pei akan ee vite ee ieamishe Uf 


Among other singularities of this book, if it be | human intellect and national greatness. Many 
a mere production of human genius, like any | such nations—perhaps hereafter to be graced by 
other book or collection of books of the same | a muster-roll of names as illustrious, and achieve- 
size, may be mentioned the prodigious Zizerature | ments as great as adorn the history of our own 
which it has evoked. Either it must have claims | country—may say, as she in great part must say 
to attention altogether transcendent to those of | also: “These things we owe to some obscure 
any other—even the greatest compositions of | missionaries, who, like the birds that carry the 
human genius—in order to account for men’s | seeds of forests to desert islands, brought us the 
ceaseless activity in translating, illustrating, ex- | germs of all these blessings in giving us the Bible. 
plaining, interpreting, propagating, impugning, | Théy first made language visible to us; they 
and defending it; or we must conclude that, on | analysed the sounds which it represents, express- 
this one subject, no inconsiderable portion of | ed them in an alphabet, reduced them to gram- 
mankind has virtually gone mad; or, rather, that | matical forms, compiled a lexicon for us, opened 
each successive portion of the race, each new} to us the intellectual treasures of all literature 
community or nation, that comes under the fas- | and science, and made it possible to have a liter- 
cination of this book, is smitten with this same | ature and science of our own.”’ 
incurable bibliomania, and proceeds to do in| Meantime its translators wrought, not for the 
behalf of it, or against it, what it would never |sake of these vast collateral and adventitious 
dream of doing for or against any other books in | benefits (however much they may have rejoiced 
the world, sacred or profane! This mysterious | in them), but simply for the book’s sake itself; 
book (the whole or parts of it) speaks no less | and would have done the work, all the same, if 
than two hundred langage and is daily learn- | they had been sure that no literature but that one 
ing to speak more ; that is, probably a ih as | book would ever be known to the people for 
many as any ten of the very chiefest classics of } whom it was translated. Such is the strange 
human genius, however widely translated, put | enthusiasm itis capable ofinspiring! = 
together; more than Homer, Virgil, Dante,| Similarly, this book has probably done more to 
Shakspeare, Milton, Goethe, Walter Scott, put | fix and preserve the languages into which it has 
together ; far more than the Vedas and Koran | been translated, to retard the progress of change 


them, not only to encounter tees form of 


‘| mere chance of proclaiming the substance of its | 


oo 
mit to Jit. This has often done more to purify and polish — 
them, to mould them into forms which science 


34 BIBLE 
and poetry could deign to use, than any other 
single cause. This was to a good extent the 
case with the early translations into our own lan- 
guage and the German. The ‘‘Kornige Sprache” 
of Luther’s translation, as a German critic calls 
it, played no mean part in the development of 
that language. 

The passion for translating the Bible into other 
tongues has been intense from the very com- 
mencement of the Christian era, and may proba- 
bly be said to have creazed the taste for transla- 
tion in general. The ancients seem to have had 
little that was worthy of the name, Cicero and 
Quintilian, indeed, speak of the single benefits 
the rhetorical student and youthful orator may 
derive from frequent translation of fine passages 
from the Greek into their own tongue, just as 
Lord Chatham commends the same exercise to 
his son, William Pitt. But the practice of syste- 
matically endeavouring to import the master- 
pieces of Greek literature into the Latin, or vice 
versa, seems not to have been adopted in the 
ancient world. Nor, in days when printing was 
unknown, and there was such infinite toil and 
cost in making even original manuscripts public, 
is it any wonder that this sort of literary labour 
was generally declined. But no such difficulties 
depressed the energies of men where the Bible 
was concerned. By about the middle of the sec- 
ond century, there were no less than three Greek 
versions of the Old Testament, in addition to the 
Septuagint—those of Aquila, Theodotion, and 
Symmachus. _ Still earlier, the Peshito-Syriac 
version, including Old and New Testaments, was 
completed. About the same time it appeared in 
Latin (the old Italic). It was translated again 
into that language by Jerome. By the end of the 
fourth century, the Scriptures were translated in 
whole or in part—but certainly nearly the whole 
of the Néw Testament—into Coptic, Sahidic, 
Armenian, Ethiopic, and Gothic. Nor were the 
darker ages without their like triumphs. In the 
sixth century it was translated into Georgian; in 
the ninth into the Slavonic; and various trans- 
lations of the Gospels and other parts of Scrip- 
ture into Anglo-Saxon and several other Teu- 
tonic languages, were executed at intermediate 
dates. If it be said that reverence for a sup- 
posed ‘‘sacred” book will account for all this, 
we must reply ;—first, reverence for other sup- 
posed “‘sacred’”’ books has never produced any- 
thing like it; and secondly, that if, in this case, 
reverence was so exceptionally powerful, what 
inspired it? 

One of the most interesting books in the world 
to look at—few, perhaps, except Professor Max 
Miller, and two or three other accomplished lin- 
guists like him, can read more than a few pages 
of it—is the handsome quarto volume entitled 
“The Bible of Every Land ;” in which beautifully 
printed typographical specimens are given of the 
multitudinous versions of the Bible in all their 
variety of alphabetic characters, It is impossible 
to inspect it without feeling what stupendous 


(and if the Bible be not more to the world than 


the Koran or the Vedas, Homer or Plato), what 
utterly disproportionate and wastetul toil man 
has foolishly expended on this one volume! 
How much more must we feel this in contem- 
plating the enormous masses of literature to 
which it has given birth! This one hoek,\not 
more than the three-hundredth part of the extant 
Greek and Roman literature, Pas probably at- 
tracted to it, and concentrated upon it, more 
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thought, and probably produced more works, 
explanatory, illustrative, apologetic—upon its 
text, its exegesis, its doctrines, its history, its 
geography, ethnology, chronology, and evidences 
—than all the Greek and Roman literature put 
together. There is scarcely a tractate in it, how- 
ever short, that has not had more pains expended 
upon it than many even of the more voluminous 
ancient writers. In walking through any great 
library, in inspecting any large catalogue (as that 
of the British Museum, or the Bodleian), one is 
astonished at the immense bulk of literature 
which, either directly or indirectly, owes its ori- 
gin to this one book. It is surprising to see how 
large a portion of the huge London Catalogue is 
made up of books which, had it not been for this 
one, would never have had an existence ! 

And now, endeavouring for a moment to place 
myself in the point of view of those who regard 
thig book as a simple collection of tractates, writ= 
ten by a number of obscure men, of no greater 
actual endowments than those possessed by 
many others (often their equals, sometimes their 
superiors), and all of them, with perhaps one ex- 
ception, belonging to one of the most despised 
of human communities, I am lost in amazement 
at that insanity (I can call it, on ¢zat hypothesis, 
by no other name) which has kept the most <di- 
verse nations, but always those in the very van 
of all science, learning, and civilization, thus ever- 
lastingly poring over this book ; illustrating, in- 
terpreting, attacking, defending it; thinking no 
pains too great to be bestowed even on its least 
significant parts, and deeming it of more impor- 
tance to prosecute this task than to give them- 
selves to the like labours on the very chef 
@euvres of human genius. 

The ‘‘ Propaganda” for this book is a phenom- 
enon we should in vain seek in the case of any 
other books, sacred or profane, The Bible soci- 
ety, for example, may be a fanatical organiza- 
tion; but fanaticism never evoked anything like 
it in behalf of any other book, however revered 
as presumed to be inspired, or admired as pre- 
eminently instinct with human genius. I observe 
that during the year 1872~’73 no less than 2,592,- 
936 copies of the whole Bible, or large portions 
of it, were issued by the society Now, the ‘‘ Pub- 
lishers’ Circular” tells us that last year (1872) 
4,814 works of all kinds, including pamphlets 
pe sermons), and reprints, were published in 

ondon; and if we suppose each impression to 
average I,000 copies (rather a liberal allowance, 
and perhaps only too flattering to most authors), 
then the copies of this one old-book issued in 
London, exceeded the half of all the copies of 
the new and old books of the year put together ! 

A library made up of all the books which have 
been written sqlely in defence of the Bible, would 
be an imposing spectacle. About a century and 
a half ago the great Fabricius gave a Catalogue 
Raisonné of all the books that aa been, directly 
or indirectly, evoked in defence of Christianity 
down to his time. Though not exhaustive (some 
pages, however, are occupied with other sub- 
jects), it forms a quarto of more than seven hun- 


dred pages, I sd peoriiae that, by this time, a 
cue, wore would extend to at least three times 
he , 


Equally shine in some respects, would be 
the spectacle of all those works which have been 
written, more or less, against the book ; in gen- 
eral confutation of its claims, or against some o: 

its principal facts and evidences, The volumes 
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thus written for the purpose of correcting men’s 
eccentric love and veneration for it (eccentric on 
the hypothesis of its merely human origin), show- 
ing either that it is substantially incredible, or, 
like other books, a mixture of wisdom and folly, 
would form a library of no inconsiderable bulk. 
If collected from the earliest times (beginning 
with the fragments of Celsus and Porphyry) to 
the present day, they would occupy far more 
than a thousand times the space of the one vol- 
ume against which they are directed ; and would 
certainly be much more numerous than all the 
works that all other “sacred’’ books ever had 
the honour of provoking either for or against 
them. ‘ 

If all these books were placed in one library, 
and this single one set ona table in the middle 
of it, and a stranger were told that this book, 
affirmed to be, for the most part, the work of a 
number of unlearned and obscure men belonging 
to a despised nation called the Jews, had drawn 
upon itself, for its exposure, confutation, and 
destruction, this multitude of volumes, I imagine 
he would be inclined to say: “Then, I presume 
this little book was annihilated long ago ; though 
how it could be zeedful to write a thousandth 
part so much, for any such purpose, I cannot 
comprehend. For if the book be what these 
authors say, surely it should not be very difficult 
to show it to be so; and if so, what wonderful 
madness to write all these volumes!’ How sur- 
prised would he then be to learn that they were 
felt not to be exough, that similar works were 
being multiplied every day, and never more 
actively than at the present time; and still to 
no purpose in disabusing mankind of this same 
phrenzy! He would learn, indeed, that so far 
from accomplishing the object, the new volumes 
are little more than necessary to replace those of 
this fruitful, yet fruitless literature, which are con- 
tinually sinking into oblivion ; a fate which may 
be said, perhaps, with almost equal truth, to 
await the new works written in its defence. A 
large mass of these, too, pass every age.out 
of sight, or are known only to the literary 
student. 

But the volume itself survives both friends and 
foes. Without being able to speak one word on 
its own behalf, but what it has already said; 
without any power of explanation or rejoinder, 
in deprecation of the attacks made upon it, or to 
assist those who defend it; it passes along the 
ages in majestic silence. Impassive amidst all 
this tumult of controversy, in which it takes no 
part, it might be likened to some great ship float- 
ing down a mighty river like the Amazon or 
Orinoco, the shores of which are inhabited by 
various savage tribes. From every little creek or 
inlet, from every petty port or bay, sally flotillas 
of canoes, some seemingly friendly and some 
seemingly hostile, filled with warriors in all the 
terrors of war paint, and their artillery of bows 


and arrows. They are hostile tribes, and soon } 


turning their weapons against one another, assail 
each other with great fury and mutual loss. 
Meantime the noble vessel silently moves on 
through the scene of confusion, without deigning 
to alter its course or to firea shot : perhaps here 
and there a seaman casts a compassionate glance 
from the lofty bulwarks, and wonders at the 
hardihood of those who come to assail his 
leviathan, &> ate ” 

_ In spite, and perhaps, indeed, in consequence 


of these attacks (M. Renan’s “ Vie de Jesus” in 
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particular is said to have had this effect in France), 
the book is more and more widely diffused, every 
year multiplies its copies, and every year speaks 
some new language. 


qr. oh 
Foreign Hepartment, 


CuinA.—Dr. Gulick writes, under date of Jan- 
uary Sth: 


“The war’’ is in a condition of winter hyber- 
nation. The French hold nothing of Formosa 
except the small and very unimportant port of 
Keelung, on the extreme northeastern corner of 
the island. Notwithstanding their pretentious 
blockade, the Chinese are sending in troops, 
supplies, and money. Sanguinary battles are 
reported every week or two from Tonquin, in 
which both parties claim immense victories. 
French bullets are no doubt very fatal to China- 
men, and Chinese malaria is quite as fatal to 
Frenchmen. The credit voted, and the few 
thousand of additional troops sent by France, 
will hardly suffice to hold Tonquin and Formosa, 
if indeed they will be sufficient to secure Ton- 
quin alone. The war-spirit is now rampant in 
China. Their first dread of collision with a 
western power is rapidly passing away. Many 
scores of thousands of troops are under foreign 
drill, and armed with foreign guns. Numbers of 
German officers are teaching the Chinese armies 
and are guiding their navies, though it remains 
to be seen whether the revolutions they are 
attempting in Chinese discipline are governed 
by the greatest wisdom. 

We have evidently entered on a new stage of 
the war; and 100,0co French soldiers will now 
effect less than forty or fifty thousand would have 
done a few months ago. One cannot but rejoice 
that the Chinese are now better prepared for 
meeting the western buccaneers ; but it is easy to 
see that the position of all foreigners will here- 
after be more precarious than it has been for 
some time ; and in the end this may very likely 
bring on complications with other western na- 
tions besides France. 


Ecypt.—In making a trip to the southern part 
of his field, Dr. Bliss arrived at Alexandria on 
the 17th of January, just in time to escape one 
of the severest storms of the season, and the 
cold, heavy rain at Alexandria which followed 
reminded him of Constantinople wet and mud. 
Hurrying away from the dampness on the coast, 
which was greater than he could well bear, he 


arrived at Asyoot on the 27th, where he hopes 


to recruit his strength. Writing from that point 
on the roth of February, he said: 


Two days ago I was riding through the market 
of the town. The streets were crowded with 
camels, donkeys, me men, and boys jostling 
each other, all seeking their own. The street 
was quite narrow ; but one side sitting in a semi- 
circle on the ground, were five men reading a 
large-print New Testament in Arabic, The con- 
fusion and noise did not seem to disturb them 
in the least. I could not but utter a prayer— 
“May God bless to them the reading of his 
sort | cap cesly tp sea i iy Sish 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF DR, BLISS, 
RusstaN STRKAMER CZAR, 
Bay OF SMYRNA, Jan. 15, 1885, 

The programme of our voyage has given us 
only about five hours in Smyrna. Very few of 
the topics on which I desired to confer with Rev. 
Mr. Bartlett and Dr. Constantine could in so 
brief a space be touched upon. I had hoped 
to meet with our efficient colporteur Kirkar, but 
he has not yet returned from a very extended 
tour in this part of Western Asia. The reports 
he has sent from time to time indicate that his 
sales of Scriptures have been quite large and 
encouraging. The field is too extensive, how- 
ever, for one man, be he the most earnest of 
workers. Great effort has been made to find 
another man, but while several have applied 
they have been found deficient in the requisite 
qualifications ; one was lacking in energy, an- 
other in piety, another in knowledge of the lan- 
guages used in this district. Dr. Constantine 
desired in behalf of the Greek Alliance for 
Christian Work that our Society join them in 
opening and supporting a bookstore in the large 
town of Isbarta. Their request was granted. 
Arrangements have also been entered into with 
Rey. Mr. Bartlett, now in charge of the mission- 
ary work of the American Board at this impor- 
tant station, for the more efficient administra- 
tion of the book work and the keeping of the 
accounts. + a 

It is hoped that the plans initiated will not 
miscarry. This visit of a few hours was alto- 
gether too short to learn the real status of the 
work among the Greeks under the lead of Dr. 
Constantine. The few words spoken give hope 
of large results as the weeks and months shall 
go by. Rev. Dr. Somerville, the Scotch evan- 
gelist from Glasgow, is giving a new impulse 
to the evangelistic work among all nationalities 
in Smyrna. It is believed that several Greeks 
and Armenians have been led by his clear expo- 
sition of the truth to accept of Christ. It was a 
great privilege to spend one of the short five 
hours of our visit in a union prayer meeting led 
by this earnest revivalist. He is soon to visit 
Constantinople, where he will receive a warm wel- 
come from all the Christian workers in that city. 
We trust that God will crown his labours there 
with great success. Yours truly, 

I. G. BLIss. 


ASYOOT, UPPER Eaypt, Feb. 2, 1885. 


Before leaving Cairo for this city I had an in- 
terview with the young Moslem convert, Hobeeb 
Abdul Messiah, of whose exile to the island of 
Cyprus I wrote you a little less than a year ago. 
Some four months since, his term of exile closed 
and he was allowed to return to Egypt. He 
sought his home in Cairo, but found it desolated. 
No trace could he discover of his wife’s where- 
abouts, and the hearts of his relatives were bitter 
against him. The most that he could learn of 
his wife was that she had been taken by his 
enemies and married to another man. All his 
Moslem acquaintances were estranged from him. 

When one of the missionary ladies, to make 
sure that the wife had been married to another 
man and thus lost.to Hobeeb beyond recovery, 
sought out some of the relatives from whom she 


might learn the actual facts, she was treated most. 


rudely. This lady was the more anxious to learn 


of the wife’s condition, because at the time of her 


‘tunities for s 


quently with the most stupid people, all asking 


husband’s conversion she also had manifested 
much interest in the teachings of the New Test- 
ament, and desired further instruction in regard 
to Christianity. On the day of Hobeeb’s arrest 
by the city authorities, she came to this mission- 
ary asking what she should do. She was told 
that if she desired to be a Christian she had only 
to say firmly that she adhered to her husband 
and would follow him. When, however, the 
police came to take her, she did not see fit to 
declare herself a Christian, or to follow her hus- 
band in his new faith, and was hurried away. 
At that time the whole city was full of excite- 
ment. Maledictions were on every tongue. Blind 
and infuriated fanaticism revealed itself at every 
turn and there was much fear as to what might 
be the result. At this juncture the vigorous 
action of England’s representative caused the 
government to take decisive measures. Violence 
was repressed, but Hobeeb was sent into exile. 
Not long afterwards other, Moslems accepted 
Christianity and were baptized, and the govern- 
ment was compelled to protect those who 
for conscience’ sake left Islam and received the 
gospel. 

In the meantime, Hobeeb’s term of exile 
passed and he returned to Cairo. As he ap- 
peared again in the streets there was no exhibi- 
tion of fanaticism. He visited some of his old 
haunts and moved freely about, but was unmo- 
lested. Before his conversion he had been a 
tradesman, and it was thought that his experi- 
ence might be utilized in the book work. He 
was accordingly selected to go to Zagazig and 
engage in the sale of our books. In conversa- 
tion with him, partly in English, partly in Turkish, 
and partly through an interpreter, I learned that 
he has sold quite a number of Scriptures to Mos- 
lems. Two-thirds of all his sales have been to 
Moslems. Up to the present time he has had no 
trouble. I was much pleased with his appear- 
ance. His address is in his favour and his bear- 
ing is winning. If he keeps humble and relies, 
not on himself but on Christ, he will do much 
good. I shall try and keep up a correspondence 
with him in English. He has just been married 
to one of the assistant teachers in Miss Smith’s 
school, and we trust that she will aid him not a 
little in his Christian work. We ask for this 
= convert the prayers of God’s people, that 

e may so conduct himself as to win many Mos- 
lems to the faith and love of Jesus. Zagazig is 
a most important centre. A work of grace in 
that city will have a very wide influence in all 
that section of Lower Egypt. 


Yours, aa. G. BLIss. 
0 > o ——_______ 
OHINA, 


REPORT OF MR. BAGNALL FOR OCTOBER, 1884, 


Having been in the province of Honan for 
several days, the early part of this month found 
me in Shantung, having just crossed a narrow 
part of Chihli. Arriving at the hsien city of 
Ch’ao-Ch’eng at dusk on the 1st I was ready to 
attend the market the next day, and it being the 
day before a celebrated feast, the place was | 
crowded with Hee and gave us good oppor- © 

elling books. Getting away fone 
here we put up at a little hamlet, and being de- | 
tained the following day by rain we could not | 
get to a better place. To add to the discomfort. 
our room had no door, and was filled quite fre- 


(nt ree ee ee ce a ee, Sn 


after tell had good sales both in the city and 
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the same meaningless questions several times 
over. However, they were very friendly, and we 
had no little talk about the books and doctrine. 

At Yang-ku-hsien, in Shantung, my presence 
caused a great deal of curiosity, and the inn yard 
was kept crowded, although on the street I met 
no annoyance to speak of. Here war rumours 
were very rife, and although little was said to 
me personally, my two assistants were questioned 
a good deal, and an elderly gentleman told one 
of them that about a month since, word was re- 
ceived at the magistrate’s office to the effect that 
all Englishmen were to be considered as enemies, 
but my man telling him, he supposed he meant 
Frenchmen, he corrected himself, saying yes it 
was Frenchmen. But when we consider the small 
knowledge of geography possessed by these peo- 
ple, it seems strange that they do not get places 
mixed up rather more; most people know that 
there is an outside country besides the Middle 
Kingdom, although many firmly believe all under 
heaven (China) and outside countries too, are 
ruled by ‘‘the son of heaven.’’ At this city the 
question was raised several times, Why do they 
not kill him? Do you not know that the “devils” 
at Shanghai have revolted? And other such like 
expressions, although no one seemed inclined to 
injure me. We had good sales, and nearly dis- 
posed of our remaining stock of books. 

As we neared the next prefecture city the 
rumours increased, and while it would not in- 
terest the reader to state all we heard, yet I was 
so often told that all foreigners had left the 
country, that I was fully expecting to find the 
missionaries had been recalled from the interior 
stations. 

At Tong-Ch’ang my presence caused no little 
uneasiness, for troops having been sent away 
from here a few weeks previous, and they having 
heard of the destruction of the Chinese gunboats, 
war seemed the general topic of conversation. 
Large numbers of people came to see me, but 
were very polite, and bought the remainder of 
my books. The prevailing idea seemed to be 
that I was escaping from Shanghai, and was-sell- 
ing these books (that ought at other times to 
be given away), just to eke out my money. 
However, as the officials had sent a soldier to 
sleep at the inn, I felt that I had no ground for 
fear. 

The next morning, after making some neces- 
sary purchases and changing some silver, I rather 
gladly crossed the Grand Canal and proceeded 
on my way, feeling very grateful to the Father 
of all mercies for restraining any excitement at 
that place. 


Having sold all my books, I made all speed | 


towards the Mission station at Pang-Chia, to get 
some reliable news, and if expedient to take 
some books that had been left there and make 
another short journey before returning to Peking. 

Arriving there on the evening of the 9th, I was 
very glad to get letters that were waiting for me, 
but was grieved to find that a rumour of my 
having been murdered had been going around 


the treaty ports, and causing no little uneasiness | 


on my behalf. I learned with pleasure that there 
had been no interruptions to mission work, and 
notwithstanding the unfortunate relation between 
China and France, things were going on as usual 
in the country. 


the city of Hsia Tsing on the 2ath 


at a fair outside the east gate, we made for Si- 


Kwan-Tw’un, where we arrived at dusk. One 
reason for coming here was to see some Chris- 
tians who reside about five Z from this place. 

The following day (Saturday), there being a 
small market at Ho-Chia-Tw’un (the village 
where the Christians live), I took some books, 
and after spending some time on the street at 
Li-Kwan-Tw’un, walked over to the above men- 
tioned place arriving some time before noon. 
Found a goodly number of people attending the 
market, several of whom bought books. 

While attending a market sale at a small vil- 
lage, some Christian people made themselves 
known to me and invited me to their homes, 
where I was much pleased with the hearty, sim- 
ple, and cheerful manner of the people, and to 
see the way in which the men introduced their 
wives and female relations to me; the men evi- 
dently considered and spoke of them as being 
worthy of respect, while the women seemed to 
retain true Chinese modesty without the foolish 
shyness which is generally considered so neces- 
sary. After talking for some time we had prayer, 
and left promising to spend the following day 
(Sunday) with them, © 

Accordingly after breakfast the next morning 
we started for this interesting little place, and 


were met on the road by some of the people who 


had come to escort us. As we proceeded, we 
also met some of the dear little children who 
seemed to think we should be glad of their wel- 
come also. We spent a very happy day, and one 
that will remain fresh in my mind for a long time. 
In the forenoon I spoke to those who gathered 
from some selected passages of God’s word, and 
in the afternoon had a kind of Bible-reading and 
prayer-meeting, while in the interval we had 
some singing with the younger people. They 
all take special delight in this latter exercise, 
and having learned some hymns and tunes from 
the helpers who have visited them from time 
to time, old and young of both sexes never tire 
of singing them. The women had been delighted 
with a visit of several days of two Christian 
women from Pang-Chia, and were looking for- 
ward to a promised visit from Miss Porter. But 
whenever they thought of Rev. and Mrs. Smith 
returning to the United States they seemed quite 
unhappy. 

It was with some emotion that I left these 
people, as Ido not remember having ever seen 
so much affection manifested by any company 
of Christians in China, who had known the truth 
for so short a time; and when it is remembered 
that this is the newest work in connection with 
the station at Pang-Chia, we may well suppose 
the missionaries there have hopeful expectations 
concerning this place. 2 
During the month I visited twelve cities, four- 
teen towns, travelled 1,343 /4, and sold 526 books. 


a en 
THE MORTLOCK NEW TESTAMENT. 


When the Rev. Mr. Logan and his wife were 
in this country they spent some time at the Bible 
House correcting the pages of their version of 


‘the New Testament in the language of the Mort- 


lock Islands. Letters have now been received 


‘giving an account of a visit made to the scene 


of their former labours in Micronesia, and of 


‘arrangements for the distribution of the Testa- 


ments, which are to be sold to natives for a hun- _ 
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dred and fifty cocoanuts each. One remark of 
Mr. Logan’s is very touching. He says: “Just 
before we left Opataia’s we sat down and read 
together the twenty-first chapter of Revelation. 
These dear workers, so long missionaries, had 
never before had the privilege of reading what 
is told us about heaven,”’ 
ee SS eee 

LINGUISTIC DIVERSITIES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, 

The Jfissionary Herald contains some notes 
made by Mr. Richards, one of the missionaries 
of the American Board stationed at Inhambane, 
on a recent trip which took him a hundred miles 
or more into the interior. The expedition was 
undertaken to determine the truth of reports 
that a Zulu-speaking people were to be found a 
few days’ journey from the coast. The trip occu- 
pied fifteen days, and the statements gathered 
are important in connection with the question 
how far the work already done in the Zulu 
tongue is to be available in the regions beyond. 

Of the Amatonga, who inhabit the province of 
Inhambane, Mr. Richards says, their language 
is unique. They call themselves the Tonga of 
the Portuguese, and the Gwaza the Tonga of 
Umzila. The Portuguese and Arabs have scat- 
tered their languages about freely, so that the 
real Tonga is profusely interlarded with foreign 
words. It would appear that the Tonga and 
Gwaza tongues were originally one, but four 
hundred years of Portuguese rule and Arab 
traders have so modified the one, and the Zulu 
invasion and possession so modified the other, 
that at present they seem to be two similar but 
distinct dialects. 

To the west of the Tonga are the Amakwakwa, 
of whom Mr. Richards says: “ Physically and in 
language they resemble the Zulu more than the 
Tonga, but not so much as the Gwaza. Cetewayo 
and I could talk with them, though not very 
fluently, in the Zulu language. But in a short 
time we could easily understand them from our 
Zulu vocabulary. The Amakwakwa once taught 
to read would get a great deal of instruction from 
the Zulu Bible.” 

The Amagwaza are more populous and widely 
diffused. Of them Mr. Richards says: 

A large proportion of the people are pure 
Zulus, even as we had heard, and such as we had 
seen at Umoyamuhle. But, alas, they do not talk 
Zulu. Neither do they speak the Tonga. The 
first persons we met were two little girls, with 
gallon pots of palm-wine on their heads, who 
conducted us to their kraal. They understood 
us and we understood them, but not so well 
as Natal Zulus. I talked in Zulu to the chief's 
induna, and he in good Zulu to me, but he said, 
‘“Gsizulu si ubupukupukunge ;’? that is, “the Zulu 
language is foolishness just.” That was his 
opinion of it, and he used it as well as any one 
we met. About one-half could speak with us, 
and the others did not speak a word of Zulu. 
_ It seems to me that originally the people all 
spoke some dialect akin to Tonga; that the Zulus 


came upon them, conquered them, and in time 
became amalgamated with them.» The Zulus 
being inferior in numbers, the rising generations 
were the more accustomed to the Tonga dialect, 
or Gwaza, as it now became, till the second gen- 
eration—the present one—know about as much 
of Zulu as the second generation of German 
immigrants in the United States might know of 
the mother-tongue. Zulu-speaking missionaries 
would acquire their language probably in a few 
weeks, and get on nicely with the people. But 
from what little we saw, or have seen, it is very 
doubtful if the Zulu will ever become the popular 
language among the Amagwaza. Zulu teachers 
and Zulu Bibles would do much for the people, 
but Tonga tongues would do more, and Gwaza 
would be best of all. They said they were not 
Amatonga at all, but Amagwaza. The little girl 
who conducted us to Amagunyana’s kraal knew 
very well that they had got hold of a blundering 
Peter, and knew by his ‘‘Galilean speech”’ that 
he came from Natal. Several of Amagunyana’s 
people had been to Natal, and were readily dis- 
tinguished by their sad attempts at civilized airs. 
The country is flat, swampy, abundantly supplied 
with native foods, and altogether unwholesome. 
A white man would doubtless find it imprudent 
to remain there more than three months in the 
year, say June, July, and August. This would 
answer the purpose for merely superintending 
the work. Zulu missionaries would, in my 
opinion, be able to remain there the year round. 
——— 


THE NEED AND POWER OF A CHRISTIAN PRESS IN 
MEXICO. 


The dearth of Christian literature, and, in fact, 
of every kind of reading matter, in Mexico, is 
something which we, in a land flooded with books 
and periodicals, can hardly realize. Mr. Greene, 
writing of his last journey to Guerrero, says: 
‘“Not a book nor a newspaper was seen in any 
of the Romish homes, except, perhaps, a book 
of devotion, full of prayers to the Virgin, and 
a volume, ‘Concerning Protestantism as It Is,’ 
in which, among a hundred other false state- 
ments, it is said that ‘very few Protestants be- 
lieve in the Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ In 
the houses of our brethren were found only a 
Bible and a collection of tracts. The eager- 
ness with which they receive, read, re-read, and 
guard the tracts we give them is most affect- 
ing.’? In another connection he writes: “Let 
me say most distinctly to all my friends at home 
that the first thing to be done, and the only 
thing possible in many cases at present, is to 
send in Bibles and tracts and other religious 
books by the thousand.’ 


of his religious difficulties. Happily, this man 
had read and translated all of Prof. Patton’s — 
book on ‘Inspiration,’ and could not be — 
poisoned.” ; itt 
THE PRESS A PIONEER. 
It is especially noticeable in Mexico how | 
Christian books have first found entrance, and — 
prepared the way for the other forms ef mission- |_ 
ary effort. Miss Rankin began her shrewd 5 | 
forty years ago, when Mexico was barred 
all missionaries, by settling down So 
can side of the Rio Grande, opposite Ma’ 
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and secretly sending “dozens of Bibles’ across 
the river. At length, through a travelling por- 
trait painter, a Protestant, who risked his life for 
the cause, she introduced them more directly 
into leading families. Immediately upon the 
triumph of Juarez and the liberals, in 1857, fifteen 
hundred Bibles and over two hundred thousand 
pages of tracts were quickly circulated. This 
work was continued until the breaking out of 
our civil war. It was renewed after a few 
months with increased vigour by the American 
Bible Society, and Monterey then became a 
centre from which Bibles and tracts were sown 
broadcast. These were the seed of the Protest- 
antism of Northern Mexico. 


THE BIBLE IN ZITACUARO. 


The same process is to be traced in the south. 
In 1876, Mr. Forcada, of our mission, entered 
Zitacuaro, the district sixty miles west of Mexico 
City, which has since become the garden of the 
Southern Church. He was filled with surprise 
to find the region all prepared for the preaching 
of the gospel. It appeared that six years be- 
fore, a Mexican had opened a bookstore there; 
had taken with him four hundred Bibles and 
a large box of tracts from the London Tract 
Society. All these had been given away or 
sold, and for six years had been doing their 
silent work. To-day we have, within a radius 
of thirty-five miles, sixteen congregations, with 
a membership of nearly four thousand. “There 
is no doubt that the real missionary work was 
begun, and most effectively carried on, by the 
printing press.” 

IN GUERRERO. 


Another of the recent surprises in Mexican 
missions is due largely to the same cause. The 
dark and perilous province of Guerrero, with a 
_population of 300,000, until a little over a year 
ago had not been visited by a single mission- 
ary since the massacre at Acapulco—a period 
of seven years. Last year Mr. Greene, with 
Procopio Diaz, ventured to revisit that fanatical 
region. The astonishing result was, they were 
everywhere not only tolerated, but eagerly re- 
ceived: in seven weeks, “holding thirty-two 
services, establishing thirteen congregations, 
baptizing 280 persons, and forming six churches 
with elders regularly ordained, and not encount- 
ering even the shadow of actual danger.’’ To 
what is. all this due? The same letter tells: 
“For several years we have employed Matilde 
Rodriguez, a humble Christian, formerly of 
Acapulco, to distribute Bibles and tracts, con- 
verse with the people in their homes, and hold 
divine worship in private houses. 
to say that among the principal causes which 
have produced this state of things must be 
reckoned the labours of our brethren in dif- 
fusing the oral and printed word during the 
last seven years.” 

IN TABASCO. 


In the extreme south, tropical Tabasco also has 
blossomed into spiritual life under the same _in- 
fluence. Four years ago the American Bible 
Society sent a colporteur there, who laboured 
for a few months only, and died.- Another fol- 
lowed, scattering scores of Bibles in Paraiso and 
Comalcalco, nae some well-chosen tracts. The 
labourers left, but the books were busy on their 
rounds. At length Olivera, a young graduate 
of the Theological Seminary at Mexico, volun- 


It is only just 


teers to serve in Tabasco. He is sent, and finds 
fruit already ripe for the sickle—fifty-two adults 
already desirous to be organized into a church, 
These converts, in their poverty, soon subscribed 
$1,000 towards a church edifice, which is now 
completed. Another church almost immediately 
was formed at Comalcalco, eighteen miles away, 
of thirty members, and that also has built and 
dedicated its sanctuary free from debt. Steps 
have been taken also to organize churches in 
three other places where a colporteur has 
recently sold four large boxes of Bibles and 
Testaments, 

Well may our brethren say: ‘‘Send in Bibles 
and tracts and religious books by the thousand. 
Christian literature is cheap. Help us to flood 
this land with it!”—The Foreign Missionary. 

eo 


From the Independent. 
A RECORD OF BIBLE WORK. 


Few grander works are ever disclosed, few in 
a more modest way, than that which is condensed 
in the facts and figures of the eightieth report 
(1884) of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
The operations of the society extend almost 
literally to every region of the globe, and the 
scale on which they are conducted would be 
startling were it not somewhat familiar. The 
statistics of the report extend only to the close 
of the society’s year last May; but the number 
of copies of the Scriptures and parts thereof 
issued by it up to that time, considerably ex- 
ceeded one hundred millions, as against some- 
what more than forty-nine millions issued by the 
American societies, and nearly eighteen millions 
by other, chiefly European, organizations. The 
number of languages in which it had directly 
issued the Scriptures was 252; indirectly, fifty- 
nine, or 261 in all. The number of versions, in- 
cluding reprints in different alphabets, was 363. 
In numbers of copies in the several languages, 
English heads the list, with nearly forty-eight 
million—copies, and that apart from diglots. 
German comes next, with over thirteen millions; 
then French, with nearly ten millions; then 
Swedish and Russian, each over three millions ; 
then Chinese, Italian, Welsh, Spanish, and Tamil, 
each more than two millions. 

To illustrate the work, the report is provided 
with several interesting maps, of which the first 
is one of the whole world (made by Stanford, of 
London) on Mercator’s projection, with numbers 
for the various regions or countries to correspond 
with the sections of the report. On this map 
Australia is No. 37, Iceland is No. 11, Africa 
from 22 to 27, and British America 45; while the 
Sandwich Islands, and other places supplied 
chiefly or only by the American Society, are 
generally not numbered. Smaller maps show 
the subdivision of territory for work; one of 
which shows France, another Austria, another 
the Asiatic Archipelago, another China and 
Japan, and another England and Wales ; but the 


| three representing respectively the Turkish Em- 


pire, Africa, and India are “linguistic”; that is, 
showing by colours the distribution of languages 
in which the Scriptures are spread. Of these 
linguistic maps, that of India appeared in 1882, 


| but those of Turkey and Africa are new. These 


are very suggestive and useful, but might be 
much improved in details. That of Turkey, for 
instance, shows rather religions and governments 


‘than language. The Druzes and Maronites, who 


— 
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speak Arabic, are represented as speaking a lan- 
guage of their own, and the same is the case 
with the “ Nazairi” (Nusaireans); Albania is 
coloured with the Armenian colour; Cyprus, 
whose language is Greek, with spots of Turkish 
and Arabic, has the colour of Turkish, with Greek 
spots where the Turkish ought to be; Arabic is 
represented as the language on the west edge of 
Lake Oroomiah, where ‘Modern Syriac ought to 
be—for it has steadfastly held its place there 
against the Arabic as a spoken language; and 
all Asia Minor, except a few Greek spots, is 
coloured so thoroughly Turkish as to exclude the 
common Armenian. 

In regard to the facts of Bible distribution, the 
body of the report keeps to sober statement, 
giving all needed tables and figures ; and in the 
selection of incident to bring home to the mind 
the proper signification of the figures, it appears 
to use such as are typical and not sensational. 
They are enough, however, to stir the heart. 
The work of the last year covered by the report 
seems to have been one of steady work, marked 
by nothing unusual, either of exceptional success 
or difficulty. In the Catholic countries of Europe 
it seems that Bible-burning is still resorted to by 
the bigots; and that it is as difficult, and in some 
respects as risky, to circulate the Scriptures in 
Austria, certain parts of France and Switzerland, 
and Bohemia, as formerly. In Southern Russia 
“the event of the year was the actual commence- 
ment of selling the whole Bible in Russ through 
the Society’s channels of distribution within 
Russia itself.’’ The “Holy Synod” has, how- 
ever, imposed the restriction that the Society’s 
Bible can only be issued in five separate volumes. 

The year furnished to the Society the largest 
total of money receipts (from sales, donations, 
legacies, etc.) ever had in any year, viz., £233,309 
8s. 7d., or more than $1,116,000. The work of 
translating is going on as usual; though, since 
the various societies help.each other so much in 
this matter, it is difficult to state exactly what is 
the sole work of the British Society. The table 
for the year, however, shows many new transla- 
tions, and new editions, and revisions of old 
translations, for nearly every country within the 
scope of the Society’s operations. In this table 
full credit is given to kindred societies and trans- 
lators and special contributors, and in general 
the work of kindred societies, though increasing 
considerably the number of languages and dia- 
lects, is not reckoned in the number 261, above 
mentioned. Twenty or more of these non-num- 
bered versions are those of the American Bible 
Society. It would seem to be the fact, now, that 
the Bible or the substance of the Bible, is, in some 
way or other, within the reach of almost every 
one who is determined to get at it; not, by any 
means, distributed commonly throughout the 
world, but yet so that the knowledge of it 
could be attained by any one who had the spirit 
of an ardent pasta hese in whatsoever region 
or country he might be. The night is far spent. 


OHS 


THE RUSSIAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 

The following notice of the fifteenth annual 
report of “the society established by Imperial 
sanction for the circulation of the Holy Scriptures 
in Russia,” appeared in the Historical Messenger 


for January, 1885, and has been translated from 


the Russian for the Bible Society Record: 


| factories, etc., 


In a line with the reforms which preceded the 
reign that renovated the entire front of Russian 
life, in the midst of Russian society was devel- 
oped an impulse for extending reading and 
writing among the class just liberated from 
serfdom. A committee appeared for teaching 
reading and writing, who undertook to supply 
schools gratuitously, or at reduced cost, with 
books and educational appliances; competitive 
lists were established, and prizes awarded for 
the best treatises and zealous activity in the 
cause of popular education; there were also 
established free Sunday schools for children of 
poor parents. At last there appeared the New 
Testament in the native tongue—which also ex- 
isted in all the languages of the globe—and was 
translated into Russian under the direction of 
the Most Holy Synod. 

In the midst of such manifestations, from the 
side of the public and various private and gov- 
ernment institutions, for the diffusion of reading 
and writing among the masses, there arose in the 
beginning of 1863 a private circle, very limited in 
numbers and not less so in means, who under- 
took to solve the problem of supplying the peo- 
ple with the Holy Scriptures. 

Armed with the device—“ Ye do err, not know- 
ing the Scriptures’? (Matt. xxii. 29), the society 
resolved to circulate the Holy Scriptures as 
authorized by the synod, and chiefly the Gospels 
and Epistles; to sell bound copies only, at the 
cheapest possible price, and at greatly reduced 
prices to people without means; to hospitals, 
asylums, prisons, and even to give gratis. In 
order to ensure uniformity in prices the society 
assumed the cost of carriage. Besides the depots 
in St. Petersburg and Moscow, the society adopt- 
ed the mode of circulating the Scriptures among 
the people through colporteurs. In consequence 
of the extended operations of the (so-named) 
society and the increased membership, a formal 
society was organized which obtained (a charter) 
“Imperial sanction’’ dated May 2d, 1869. 

The society has just issued its fifteenth annual 
report, from which is to be seen that it has 1,149 
members, of whom seven are archbishops (not 
metropolitans) and bishops, nine archimandrites, 
397 other clericals, and 101 female members. 

During the year 1883 there were circulated 
90,608 copies, of which 8,868, valued’ at 1,025 
rubles (about $512 50), were given away. If we 
assume that each member participated directly 
or indirectly in the circulation, the average dis- 
tribution by each member would be seventy-nine 
copies. In this respect there is no such uniform- 
ity ; because, by the seven colporteurs with two 
assistants, there were circulated 46,324 copies— 
7, é., fifty-one per cent.—during the year in ques- 
tion. The total circulation, since the foundation 
of the society, was 901,360 copies, averaging 
annually 42,636 copies. Such a wide extension 


of the society’s activity should undoubtedly be- 


ascribed to the method employed, viz., that of 
colportage. : 
The popular book (novel), of course, sooner 
finds a buyer than the book to be seen in the 
show-case of the bookseller, or on the shelf of 
the dealer in old books. This description of 
books and their dealers are to be Skat, only in 
the larger towns ; but to villages, military camps, 
act the book must be taken by the 
living man. For aniline, such books as the 
PanpeES, or Bibles, is neede 
haw 


er, with only one aim in view, but one who 
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self-dedicated to the work of circulating the Holy 
Scriptures, and does so of his own good will; 
and who has at least a partial acquaintance with 
the books he circulates, so that it may not ap- 
pear that the mere selling is the only aim in view, 
but that whoever buys or takes from the colpor- 
teur may know what he is getting. 

In the report for 1883, apart from the very 
considerable circulation secured by colporteurs 
or otherwise, several instances show that the 
society made no mistake in the selection of its 
men. 

It is difficult in these brief remarks to enumer- 
ate instances of the activity of the colporteurs, as 
given in the report. Generally, it can be stated 
that the circulation of the Scriptures met with 
full sympathy from all classes of Russians. Gos- 
pels, Bibles, and Psalms are rapidly bought with 
expressions of unfeigned gratitude for the supply 
thus offered them. The village bazaar, the land- 
ing places on the Volga and other rivers, the ob- 
scure places in Siberia, railway carriages and 
schools—when the agent of the society appears, 
all bear this testimony where the Gospels and 
Bibles have gone; children, particularly, wel- 
coming the colporteur with unbounded joy, poun- 
cing during the recess upon the cheaper and 
prettily-bound Gospels, and in a trice ransacking 
the wallet of the colporteur ; now and then buy- 
ing on credit, or with borrowed money. On the 
part of the various authorities who grant permis- 
sion for the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, 
a3 colporteurs meet with co-operation and 
aid. 

Finally, besides free travelling tickets for an 
unlimited term on many railroads, the colpor- 
teurs have also free passage on many steamboats, 
as well as free lodgings at fabricks, gold mines, 
etc. 

Thus struggles on the society for the circu- 
lation of the Scriptures in Russia; its activity 
cannot be termed otherwise than instructive and 
missionary. In this living and fruitful activity is 
to be observed, not only the religious aim—pro- 
viding each orthodox Christian with the-Serip- 
tures necessary for old and young—but the in- 
structive and formative influence so greatly 
needed by the masses of the Russian people. 

To penetrate these masses with all the means 
for accomplishing so desirable an end, can only 
be achieved by the missionary fellow-labourers 
such as are now employed by the society, and 
only with such books as the Gospels and Bibles. 

In conclusion, mention must be made of the 
resources of the society. In 1883, the receipts 
were 16,733 rubles (about $8,366 50), in which 
are included contributions from their imperial 
majesties and members of the imperial family, of 
say 830 rubles ($415) ; from the American Bible 
Society, 9,056 rubles he 4,528); from indi- 
viduals 1,129 rubles ($564 50); 
2,838 rubles ($1,419); collection books and 
boxes, 2,757 rubles ($1,378 50). The expenditure 


was 9,541 rubles ($4,775 50), also cost of carriage 


to members, upwards of 3,000 rubles ($1,500); 


salaries: and gratuities to colporteurs and their 
assistants, 3,662 rubles ($1,831). Thus there is a 
surplus of 732 rubles ($366), instead of an ex- 
pected deficit. For such a favourable result the | 
Russian Society is indebted to the brotherly sup- 


port of the American Bible Society, which af- 


forded the means to meet the cost of two ex- 
y expensive expeditions to Eastern 


traordinarily : 
| Siberia and the Amoor regions, 


; from. members, | 


Domestic Bepartment, 


EXTRAOTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS, 
CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA. 

During the month I visited Haywards, Modesto, 
and Fresno. I delivered eight sermons and ad- 
dresses, sent out 120 letters and 550 documents, 
called on many business men, and on the whole 
have spent as profitable and pleasant a month in 
the work of the American Bible Society as I have 
spent since entering its work. And my health 
and ability for the work were never better, for 
which I give thanks to God, and for what I have 
been able to accomplish the first month of 1885. 

I think too the work in all parts of my field is 
in a very healthy condition. 


ILLINOIS AND WESTERN INDIANA. 


Monroe County has had a most excellent work 
done by a faithful auxiliary colporteur, Brother 
J. Geisinger, a German colporteur who has la- 
boured several years in Illinois and Missouri. 
By the aid of a grant from the Parent Society 
this county which is largely German, and about 
one-half Catholic, has been fully supplied as far 
as they were willing to receive the word. A 
very large destitution was found; more than one 
family in three and a half were found without 
the Bible, and more than two-thirds of the desti- 
tute were supplied. Out of 2,963 families visited 
go2 were found destitute, and 679 families and 
387 individuals were reported supplied. 

A good work of visitation and supply is report- 
ed in other counties here named. Stark County 
has had considerable work of this kind done the 
past year by local canvassers, thus supplement- 
ing the work done two or three years ago. 
Others speak encouragingly of the prospects 
for the future. Some of the auxiliaries reported 
herewith will need aid in completing a thorough 
canvass. : 

There is yet a great work of re-supply to be 
done in Illinois and in some counties in Western 
Indiana. 

IOWA. 

Nine colporteurs report for January: Days of 
service rendered, 206; families visited, 3,973; 
families found destitute, 238; supplied, 189; 
other destitute individuals supplied, 144; miles 
travelled on official duty, 1,521; books sold dur- 
ing the month, 1,189; books donated during the 
month, 262; 
books, $510 06; received from donations an 
gifts, $282 32; total receipts, $792 38. 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE, 

The first Sunday of the month was spent with 
the Oldham County Bible Society, Ky. This 
auxiliary is not very large, but prompt and re- 
liable in what it proposes to do. 

The second Sunday with the Rutherford County 
Bible Society. It held its sixty-fourth anniver- 
sary. It is therefore one of the oldest, as it is 
one of the most reliable, in the State. ‘The even- 
ing was unfavourable, the congregation mostly 
young persons, and not very large. The con- 
tribution amounted to some twenty-six dollars. 
Liberal for those-present. _ 

The month of January has been one of the 
most unpleasant and unfavourable for our work 


amount received from sales of — 


experienced for a long time. The financial pres- 
sure upon our country is very visible upon our 
work. 

I report the canvass of the city of Chattanooga 
as completed during the month. 


MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN. 


The canvass of Bay County, Mich., reached its 
completion during the month. The work was 
done at the expense of the auxiliary society. 
The work was commenced in June last, and was 
concluded about the middle of January. There 
were sold and donated 767 Bibles and 350 Testa- 
ments. The people being largely Catholic, nearly 
one-third of the 9,126 families visited were found 
destitute of the word of life, 440 destitute families 
were supplied by sale or by donation, besides 
eighty destitute individuals. 

The Bay County Bible Society are a living, 
working force. Each month during the canvass 
the officers held a meeting, to receive the agent’s 
report and to give shape and character to the 
work. 

The cold and stormy Sabbaths greatly interfere 
with the anniversaries, although a very success- 
ful one was held at Kalamazoo, Mich. The 
meeting was held in the Opera House, and was 
addressed by Rev. Mr. Rossiter, of the Presby- 
terian Church. His address is to be published. 
Your Superintendent had the pleasure of ad- 
dressing the anniversary meetings of the Wal- 
worth County Bible Society, Jefferson County 
Bible Society, and Washington County Bible 
Society. In each of these societies your Super- 
intendent was much encouraged by a manifesta- 
tion of a new and lively interest in the work of 
the American Bible Society. 


MISSOURI. 


My fourth Sabbath was passed at Carthage, a 
county seat of some 7,000 population. The anni- 
versary services of the Jasper County Bible So- 
ciety were held in the Christian Church. Five 
other churches, with their pastors, filled the 
house. The pastor of the Baptist Church fol- 
lowed your Superintendent in a very stirring 
address, and a good collection was then taken. 

Jasper County claims a population of 40,000 ; it 
has several mining towns. A colporteur of the 
American Bible Society canvassed it in 1883-’84 ; 
3,250 families were visited ; 390 found without a 
Bible, and 350 supplied; and Scriptures, valued 
at $463 35, were distributed by sale or gift. 


NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND WYOMING. 


The past month has had the most continuous 
extreme cold weather of any month in the history 
of this district within my knowledge. Still, I 
have been able to be from home twenty-three 
days, to travel 1,587 miles, visit six societies, and 
deliver eight addresses on the Bible cause. The 
contributions this month, though small in amount 
received, are nevertheless large when we con- 
sider the circumstances. Nearly every church 
represented in the auxiliaries visited this month 
is dependent upon the boards of domestic mis- 
sions, whose treasuries are empty. 

The first Sabbath was spent with the Hum- 
boldt Bible Society, where this cause has true 
and loyal friends. Inthe morning your Superin- 
tendent preached in the Presbyterian Church, 


and addressed the union*Bible meeting in the | 


evening in the Baptist Church. Four churches 
joined in this service. 
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The next Sabbath I was with the Merrick 
County Bible Society. The centre of operations 
for this society is at Central City—a model little 
city for Nebraska. It is a temperance and church- 
going community. In the morning I preached in 
the Methodist Church, and led the class-meeting 
in the same place—a novel experience. In the 
evening I addressed the union Bible meeting, in 
the Presbyterian Church. There were a good 
many loud ‘‘amens” during the service, and at 
the close the pastor, in whose church,the service 
was held, came to the Superintendent and thank- 
ed him, saying, ‘You drew my last dollar from 
me, but the Lord will send more.” In this meet- 
ing, Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, and 
Free-will Baptists joined. 


NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA. 


At the anniversary of the Columbia, S. C., Bible 
Society, held in April, 1884, it was agreed that at 
the next meeting efforts should be made to put 
the society on a new and stronger basis, and I 
had this meeting fixed for the fourth Sunday of 
January, and this was the only anniversary I 
could have held during the month. 

Sunday morning I preached to a fair congrega- 
tion in the Presbyterian Church; made an ad- 
dress at 4.30 P.M., and preached at night in the 
Washington Street Methodist Church.- Other 
brethren joined me in earnest speeches. The 
society was reorganized, a new constitution was 
formally adopted, and at a meeting of officers 
and pastors next morning I agreed to canvass 
the city, and a list of names was furnished to me. 
For four days and a half I gave myself continu- 
ously and diligently to this work, and, though 
labouring at a time of extreme business depres- 
sion, succeeded in raising $98 cash, in addition to 
the $27 collected Sunday night. The result was 
the placing of the important auxiliary, in the cap- 
ital city of South Carolina, on a financial basis 
stronger than it has occupied since 1860, and the 
re-awakening, among all classes and denomina- 
tions, of a new, wider, and deeper interest in the 
cause. The clergy and leading citizens were 
pleased at those exertions, and I had the oppor- 
tunity of free conversations with many persons on 
the subject of my work. . 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


Sabbath, the 18th, was given to the interests of 
the Bible work at Albany, in Linn County, Ore- 
gon. In the morning I occupied the pulpit at 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Two popular 
meetings were held in the evening: one at the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the other at the 
United Presbyterian Church—all the churches of 
the city uniting in the services. Short addresses 
by the various pastors, including your District 
Superintendent, were delivered at these meet- 
ings, and a good degree of interest manifested. 

Lane County Bible Society held its annual 
business meeting at the Cumberland Presbyte- 
rian Church, in Eugene City, on Saturday even- 
ing, the 24th. The reports for the year show en- 
couraging results both in sales and collections. ~ 
Sabbath morning, the 25th, I held service at the 
Central Presbyterian Church. Two union Bible 
meetings were held in the evening, at the Baptist _ 
and Central Presbyterian Churches respectively, 
in which all the congregations of the city united. 


The various pastors, including Professors Con- | 


don and Bailey, and your District Superint 
ent, made brie addresses. can ches % 
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TEXAS. 

This month the weather has been very disa- 
greeable, but I attended and took part in the 
anniversaries of three interesting auxiliaries and 
one branch society. 

On the second Sabbath, at San Marcos, was 
held the annual meeting of the San Marcos and 
Hays County Bible Society, in the Christian 
Church. All the other churches united. The 
growth of this society in the past five years is 
encouraging. Then it was in debt $83; now it 
has a.good stock of books and donates §30 to the 
Parent Society, and no debts. 

The Williamson County Auxiliary had its an- 
nual meeting at Georgetown, in the Baptist 
Church, on the third Sabbath. The churches of 
this place present a commendable example of 
unanimity in co-operating with this Society. All 
the denominations cheerfully suspend their serv- 
ices and unite in the Bible meeting: Baptists, 
Episcopalians, Methodists, and three branches of 
Presbyterians. Another interesting feature of 
this auxiliary is that it has a branch bible society 
among the coloured people, the first and the most 
successful in the State. The improved condition 
of this auxiliary is also noteworthy. Five years 
ago it had a debt of $76, and was without books. 
Now it has a good stock of books, is out of debt, 
and this year donates $30 to the Parent Society 
for its general work. 

The annual meeting of the San Antonio Bible 
Society was held in the First Presbyterian Church 
of that city on the fourth Sabbath of the month. 
The attendance was good, the exercises interest- 
ing, and the reports show encouraging results. 
During the year over 600 copies of the Scriptures, 
in eight different languages, were distributed 
from the depository, and by the colporteur who 
laboured about four months in the city ; families 
visited, 1,468, over 300 of which were found with- 
out the Bible. Five of the city churches contrib- 
uted quite liberally to this work, and the Ameri- 
can Bible Society assisted by a grant of $100 in 
books. The advance ofthis auxiliary in the past 
five years is also encouraging. = 

2 9 
THE OLDEN TIME, 

The following letter is from an aged minister 

concerning the anniversary of the American Bible 
_ Society, held sixty-seven years ago: 
SanTA CRUZ, CaL., Feb. 2, 1885. 


Rev. AND DEar Sir :—Though a stranger to 
you, as I attended the second anniversary of your 
Society in the year 1818, I have thought it might 
be a gratification to you to have some reminis- 
cences of that occasion, and herewith transmit 
them to you. 

I was then residing in Newark, preparing for 
college. I loved the Bible, as I trust I do now, 
and I made it convenient to come to New York 
early. I there met with a friend from Connect- 
icut, a merchant who was a customer of Wm. W. 
Woolsey, who took me to his counting-room and 
introduced me. At the hour appointed we re- 
paired to the place of meeting, which was on the 
_second floor of the City Hotel, in a spacious room 
appropriated to public assemblies. res? 

As you ascended a flight of stairs'and turned 


‘a little to the left, there was a spacious apartment 


filled with ladies, among whom were Mrs. Divie 


Bethune, of precious memory, Mrs. Patton, who 
gave two sons to the ministry, noble men. } 


Robert, the elder, frequently counselled with 
your counsellors, and occasionally addressed 
your Society at its anniversaries. There was 
Mrs. Wm. Taylor, once of Sharon, Connecticut, 
then of your city, a most interesting, godly 
woman, together with scores of others whose 
bosoms glowed with love to God, his cause, and 
his word. 

A little to the right of the entrance a large 
platform was erected, at the south side of which 
sat the venerable President, the Hon. Elias 
Boudinot, a distinguished counsellor, but more 
distinguished as a Christian. By his side was 
Wm. W. Woolsey, the first Treasurer of your 
Society. Upon the spacious platform near the 
entrance was Dr. Edward Dorr Griffin, a giant in 
stature; a giant in intellect, whose hoary locks 
proclaimed his lengthened years. Hard by was 
Dr. James Richards, revered and loved by all. 
Mingling with the multitude sat Dr. Hellyer, of 
Orange, venerable in years, a father in Israel. 
There was Dr. Gardner Spring, of your city, 
known and read of all men, and Dr. Samuel H. 
Cox. Dr. Cone was there, a suitable representa- 
tive of the Baptist Church, once a play-actor, 
now an actor in nobler and better scenes. Dr. 
Bangs, I think, was there, a noble specimen of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Dr. James 
Milnor, whose catholicity, whose learning, whose 
amiability, endeared him to all, was a suitable 
representative of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. Dr. Broadhead, Dr. Milledoler, and 
Dr. De Witt, represented the Dutch Reformed 
Church. Dr.John M. Mason, eloquent and tal- 
ented above most others, a lion in the gospel, 
was a most interesting specimen of the Associate 
Church. The Congregational Church was too 
numerously represented to specify. There were 
Dr. Lyman Beecher, Dr. Nathaniel W. Taylor, 
Dr. Hawes, Dr. Tyler, and others that space 
forbids me to mention. 

I remember but one of the speakers, Dr. 
Alexander Proudfit, of Salem, Washington 
County, N. Y. The matter of his speech was 
excellent, but the manner was peculiar. His 
accent and cadence were like the waves of the 
ocean after a conflict of elements, a continuous 
rising and falling. 

Your Society had published but few Bibles and 
Testaments at that date ; none, perhaps, in for- 
eign languages. There were but few mission- 
aries in the field. Dr. Morrison was in China, 
Dr. Medhurst was in Java, Dr. Carey, Dr. 
Marshman, and Dr. Ward, in India, Mr, Ellis in 
the Society Islands, and perhaps a few Moravians 
in Greenland. 

Now, what an army—what a host! Now, in the 
place of a few thousand Bibles, there are millions. 
It may be said, as of Jacob and Israel, “ What 
hath God wrought!”’ ; 

I wish you Godspeed in the good work in 
which you are engaged, and hope to be with 
you at your next anniversary. I hope to go to 
Amboy next spring, as a permanent guest. Iam 
now a aacbele life, being one-half through my 
eighty-ninth year. Have been in the ministry 


fifty-nine years, and still occasionally preach and ~ 
lecture. 
labouring first rises eae County.: After reach- 


I have been in this State thirteen years, 


ing my eighty-third year, I laboured two years in 
Trinity and Scott Counties, this State, preaching 
at nineteen different places, two of which are 160 
miles apart, doing all my travelling on horseback. 
I am in the enjoyment of good health; both hear- 
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ing and eyesight are almost as acute as when 
young, but shall accept the invitation to go to 
Amboy if circumstances allow. 

Yours fraternally, Joun T. BALDWIN, 


Miscellanea, 


t 


ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS ON THE BIBLE, 

It is understood that the deliberations of the 
archbishops and bishops of the Catholic church 
in the United States, who recently met at Balti- 
more in a “plenary council,” were private, and 
that their acts are not to be divulged at the 
present time; but the pastoral letter addressed 
to their followers has been published, and some 
parts of it are well worthy of attention. We give 
below the entire section relating to the Holy 
Scriptures, and take great satisfaction in citing 
their opinion, so distinctly pronounced, “ ¢hat 
the most highly valued treasure of every family 
library, and the most frequently and lovingly 
made use of, should be the Holy Scriptures.” 
There may be something of over-confidence in 
the expression of the “hope that no family can be 
found among us without a correct version of the 
Holy Scriptures,’ but the desire that it breathes 
is worthy of the chief pastors of any com- 
munion of Christians; and whatever may have 
been true, or understood to be true, in the past, 
in respect to their reluctance to have the Bible 
freely circulated and read in every household, 
we are sure that any effort which they may 
make to supply every Roman Catholic family 
with a correct version of the Bible in the lan- 
guage of everyday life, will meet with warm 
commendation from all who believe that “the 
Holy Scriptures can instruct men to salvation 
by the faith that is in Christ Jesus.” 


@5. THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 

But it can hardly be necessary for us to remind 
you, beloved brethren, that the most highly 
valued treasure of every family library, and the 
most frequently and lovingly made use of, should 
be the Holy Scriptures. Doubtless you have 
often read A’Kempis’s burning thanksgiving to 
our Lord for having bestowed on us not only 
the adorable treasure of his body in the holy 
eucharist, but also that of the Holy Scriptures, 
“the holy books, for the comfort and direction 
of our life.” And you have before your eyes, 
prefixed to the Douay version of the Holy Bible, 
the exhortation of Pope Pius the Sixth, in his 
letter to the Archbishop of Florence, that “the 
faithful should be moved to the reading of the 
Holy Scriptures ; for these,” he says, ‘‘are most 
abundant sources which are to be left open to 
every one to draw from them purity of morals 
and of doctrine, to eradicate the errors which 
are so widely disseminated in these corrupt 
times.”’ And St. Paul declares that “what 
things soever were written, were written for 
our peace that through patience and the 
comfort of the Scriptures we might have hope.”’ 
We hope that no family can be found amongst 
us without a correct version of the Holy Scrip- 


t 


ident,inthe chair, 


‘tary Gilman. 


ture. Among other versions we recommend the 
Douay, which is venerable as used by our fore- 
fathers for three centuries, which comes down 
to. us sanctioned by innumerable authorizations, 
and which is so suitably annotated by the learned 
Bishop Challoner, by Canon Haydock, and es- 
pecially by the Archbishop Kenrick. ‘a 

But in your reading remember the admonition 
of A’Kempis: “The-Holy Scriptures must be 
read in the same spirit in which they were 
written; if thou wilt derive profit, read with 
humility; simplicity, and faith.” And keep ever 
before your mind the principle laid down by 
St. Peter in the first chapter of his second 
Epistle: ‘‘Understanding this first, that no 
prophecy of Scripture is made by private inter- 
pretation; for prophecy came not by the will 
of man at any time, but the holy men of God 
spake, inspired by the Holy Ghost.” And this 
other given by St. John, in the fourth chapter 
of his first Epistle, in the name of the apostolic 
teaching church: “Dearly beloved, believe not 
every spirit, but try the spirits if they be of God. 
We are of God; he that knoweth God heareth - 
us; he that is not of God heareth us not; by 
this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit 
of error.” In these two divinely inspired rules 
you have always a sure safeguard against the 
danger of error. 


IMMENSELY as the literature of this country has 
increased in this century, the Bible now occupies 
a larger proportionate space in that literature 
than ever it did. No book raises so many inqui- 
ries or touches so many interests. The Bible 
sends the student to libraries and archives. To 
the Bible we owe much of the intense and spread- 
ing interest in languages and in the originals of 
customs and of peoples. It directs the traveller 
to buried cities, to the tombs of kings, to the rec- 
ords of states once great, and well-nigh forgot- 
ten. Wherever the battle of opinion is now the 
liveliest, wherever the race for discovery is most 
eager, wherever the earth at last reveals her bur- 
ied history, it is to add to our knowledge of the 
sacred story, and to our understanding of the 
sacred volume.— Zhe London Times. 


Bible Society Record, 


NEW YORK, MARCH 19, 1885. 


BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
The stated meeting of the Board of Mana- 
gers was held at the Bible House, on Thursday, | 
March sth, 1885, Charles Tracy, Esq., Vice-Pres- | __ 
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Religious services were conducte 
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1885.] 


The foreign correspondence submitted to the 
Board included matters of special interest, among 
which were letters from Dr. Blodgett, of Peking, 
and Dr. Gulick, of Shanghai, in reference to 
preparations for a version of the Scriptures in 
Easy Wenli, the simplest form of the written 
language of China; from the State Department, 
giving reason to hope that restrictions imposed 
on the sale of Scriptures by the provincial 
authorities at Erzroom will be removed, through 
the intervention of General Wallace; from 
the Bible Societies of France, of Valparaiso, 
and Russia, with reports of their work for 1884, 
and with thanks for valuable aid received from 
the American Bible Society; from the Austrian 
and the Ceylon Missions of the American Board, 
with accounts of the Bible work done by them, 
and from the Society’s Agents in Cuba, Brazil, 
La Plata, and Japan. 

Grants of books were made for colportage and 
for sale and distribution in the United States 
and in various foreign countries, of the value of 
about $7,560. Funds were granted to the Aus- 
trian Mission of the American Board to the 
amount of $751 21. 

The Luling Bible Society, Texas, was recog- 
nized as an auxiliary. 

The total receipts for February were $43,134 41, 
and 56,144 volumes were issued from the Bible 
House during the month. 

ep 
RUSSIA. 

Some unknown friend of the Society has shown 
his interest in its work by sending to its corre- 
spondent in St. Petersburg an envelope bearing 
simply the address, “To the American Bible 
Society ; God bless its work!” which contained 
seventy-five roubles, or an equivalent of $37 50. 
This is included in the receipts for February. 

—— a se 


Recent Accessions to the Library of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER IN THE PRINCIPAL LANGUAGES, 
DIALECTS, AND VERSIONS OF THE WORLD, printed 
in Type and Vernaculars of the Different Nations. 
Compiled and published by G. F. Bergholtz. Chicago, 
1884. 

Presented by the publisher. 


This interesting compilation contains 185 specimen 
versions of the Lord’s Prayer in a large number of 


languages, and is not only a curiosity in its way, but 


may be used for a comparison of the diverse modes of 
speech employed in various parts of the earth. A con- 
siderable number of English specimens are given, rep- 
resenting the changes the language has undergone 
from the eighth century to the present time. Care has 


evidently been taken to secure typographical accuracy, | 


Tum New TESTAMENT OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR } 


JESUS CHRIST, according to the authorized version, 
In phonetic spelling. Printed expressly for Bishop 


Taylor’s self-supporting missions in Central Africa. | 


Cranston & Stowe, Cincinnati, 1885. ’ 
Presented by the publishers. 
The peculiarities of this volume are t graphical, 


its text being carefully conformed to the version in | 


common use, with the substitution of a table of con- 


tents for the customary chapter headings. By the use | 
of an alphabet of forty-three letters in place of that | 
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ordinarily used in English books, the attempt is made 
to present to the eye the proper pronunciation of 
every word, on the theory that in this way the illiterate 
may more readily be taught to read, 

To most persons, this volume will be chiefly inter- 
esting as an experiment in missionary work, it being 
evidently the aim of Bishop Taylor to give the gospel 
to the people of Central Africa in the English tongue, 
rather than to wait for the slower process of mastering 
native dialects and enriching them with the truths of 
the Bible. The ordinary experience of pioneer mis- 
sionaries among unlettered people has led them to the 
conviction that as a rule a man must be converted in 
the language of his childhood. There may be good 
reasons for trying a new experiment, but if so, they 
are not given in this volume. 


WILLIAM TYNDALE’S Frvn BooKs OF MOSES, CALLED 
THE PENTATHUCH. Being a verbatim reprint of the 
Edition of M.ccccc.xxx., compared with Tyndale’s 
Genesis of 1534, and the Pentateuch in the Vulgate, 
Luther, and Matthew’s Bible, with various collations 
and prolegomena. By the Rey. J. I. Mombert, D.D. 
New York. Anson D. F. Randolph & Co. [1884.] 

Presented by the publishers, 


Among the rare treasures contained in the Lenox 
Library, which was founded by a former president of 
the American Bible Society, is a small duodecimo vol- 
ume, containing 756 pages, without any general title, 
but comprising the five books of Moses as translated 
into English from the Hebrew, by William Tyndale, 
five hundred and fifty-five years ago. The volume is 
so rare that only one perfect copy is known to be in 
existence. Historically it stands very closely related 
to the version now in common use, and yet, until now, 
an exact reproduction of the first edition has never 
been given to the world. Wehear much of the changes 
which five centuries have introduced into the English 
tongue, but it is startling to turn to the twentieth of 
Exodus and find some of the commandments, as we 
say them to-day, identical, word for word, with those 
which were put into the hands of the English people 
by the martyr Tyndale. 

Few persons would have the patience to do what Dr. 
Mombert has so well done in his attempt to preserve 
all the orthographical peculiarities of the original vol- . 
ume, which required him to transcribe every page from 
the copy in the Lenox Library, and to submit the 
printer’s proofs to repeated and minute revision; but 
besides this, he has prefixed elaborate prolegomena 
(146 pages), and by marginal notes from the Vulgate, 
Luther’s version, and Matthew’s Bible of 1537, has 
illustrated the independence of Tyndale’s work, as 
well as his scholarly tact and judgment. The publi- 
cation of this volume is especially timely in connec- 

_tion with the study which the English version of the 
Old Testament is likely to receive this year. 


Society Recognized as Auxiliary, 


March, 1885. 
With Name and Post Office Address of Corresponding Secretary. 
Luling Bible Society, Texas, H. E. Harris, Luling. 


——————_0<0—_____—_ 


Deceased Members. 


Rey. Edward Martin, D.D., St. Charles, Mo. 
Rev. Richard V. Dodge, D.D., San Diego, Cal. 
Rev. Leopold Mohn, D.D., Hoboken, N. J. 
' Rey. Samuel C. Damon, D.D., Honolulu, Sandwich Isl. 
Rey. Alonzo Flack, D.D,, Claverack, N. Y. 
Rev. Andrew Murphy, New Carlisle, Ohio. 
Rey. John B. Spotswood, D.D., New Castle, Pa. 
Rey. Robert McCachran, Newville, Pa. 
Rey. Anson Gleason, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Rey. A. Witherspoon, D.D., Williamsburg, Kan. 
Rev. Wm. V. Daniel, New Albany, Ind. 
Rey. David P, Hulburd, Vergennes, Vt. 
Rey. John Morrison, Waddington, N. Y. 
Rey. Cephas H. Kent, New Haven, Vt. 
Mrs. Martha McCrea, Cadiz, Ohio. 
Otis Bisby, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Rev. James Aiken, Haverhill, N. H. 
Rey. William H. Seat, Goliad, Texas, 
Lyman Fisk, Waitsfield, Vt. 


Mrs, Sarah Holmes, Springfield, Vt. 

Edward Robinson, Albany, N. Y. j 
William Boardman, Schenectady, N. Y. he 
A.D. Platt, New York. —- : 
Mrs. Eliza L. Phillips, Hoosick Falls, N.Y. 
Rev. George M. Gibbs, Morganton, N.C. — 
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Samuel A. Hayt, Milford, Conn. 

Rey. George B. Reese, Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. 

Thomas Austin, Nyack, N. Y. 

Helen E. Osbon, Kingston, N. Y. 

Mrs. Mary A. Lyons, Marrissa, Ill. 

Rey. Jacob K. Warner, Burdett, N. Y. 

Mrs. Robert Nall, Jackson, Tenn. 

Charles P. Easton, Albany, N. Y. 

Mrs, A. E. Daniels, Morris, N. Y. 

Rev. E. C, Brown, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Rey. John Seay, Lebanon, Tenn, 

Rey. Timothy Sullins, Athens, Tenn. 

Johnson Letson, New Brunswick, N. J. 

Hon. Charles J. Faulkner, Martinsburg, W. Va. 

Mrs. William Lyall, Leeds, N. Y. 
—————_-<>  —____—_ 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports, 
For the month of January, 1885. 
Number of District Superintendents reporting......... 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., Visited........ssesesesesees A 
Anniversaries attended...... N vc clin} aie’ sial'o 510 luvia eps oialaice 
New Societies and Committees formed.............-.++ 4 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 123 
DHOCEORS SOME. 6 es Cae cen Eales Seplioe sense oud 
Miles travelled on official duty........ 1... ccececeseeens 
Donations and subscriptions secured for the Bible cause $1,096 03 
~—_- -0 4-9 


Summary of Bible Distribution in January, by One Hun- 
dred and Four Colporteurs and Twenty-four County 


Agents reporting. 
Colpor’s. Co. Ag’ts 


Days of service..... Sisters h oie Te. Sine ater foiets © he intaetemrets . 1,859 660 
Miles travelled ..........5. 19,342 5,697 
Families visited by them.. thn Be 25,233 23,276 
Families found without a copyot the Scriptures 3,424 4,244 
Families supplied by sale or gift.... .........05 2,442 1,206 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition.... 1,418 556 
Number. Of DooES s0ld........css-nesrevosemerene 8,958 2,437 
Value of DOCKS 801d. 5.5. inc 0ess en ematoebsmee ee» $8,847 49 $1,222 37 
Number of books distributed ohare te ahr: 2,444 Hot 
Value of books distributed gratuitously...... $618 77 $294 70 
Contributions received........... ee ste a $650 81 $889 94 
—_— $9 —_______ 
Summary of Seventy-five Annual Reports of Auxiliary 
Societies, 
Received in February, 1885. 
Receipts from sales in twelve months........... $3,705 24 
Receipts from collections aod donations...’..... 3,994 69 
Paid American Bible Society on book account 4,205. 63 


Paid American Bible Society on donation account... 1,667 35 


Expended on their own fields...... - 2,187 45 
Value of books donated ........ shew : 426 19 
Value of stock on hand Jat date. .... .resccerees ceocnes 8,803 79 
No. of these Auxiliaries reporting general operations 11 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed..... Sista 11 
* Families visited Dy themes .deseveeewesveeeveer. 13,200 


Families found destitute.,...... 
Destitute families supplied........... 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition 
Sabbath and other schools supplied........ 


sence wet eroreseres . 


RECEIPTS IN FEBRUARY, 1885, 


7 FOR GENERAL PURPOSES. 
Anonymous, St. Petersburg, Russia.......... c 
Brooks, Anderson, Nicholas County, Ky..... 


Browne, Mrs. Hattie M., Louisville, Ky...... 
Bell, J. D., Hawthorne, Fla... 
Cornell,.J. B., New! Vorkisswiev civ aee® 
Chatfield, Mrs. S$. D., Painted Post, N. Y..... 
Cushman, Margaret J. and Mary, Newton- 
ville, N. ¥.... 
CABIN. Sareincantesscsls 
Cash, Denver, COl.......cs.see008 
Collections at Chatfield, Minn, 
Collections at Monticello, Minn 
Collections at Plainview, Minn. 
Collections at Bellbuckle, Tenn. 
Collections at Little Rock, Ark... 
Collections at Marianna, AYK..............0006. 
Collections thro’ Rey. E. Wright, D.S., Mo... 
Collections by Colporteurs...............00008 


SSRSSRESSS ssssess 
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Ellis, E. B., Cooksville, Tll......-.e-sseeeeeeee> 
Gray, Harriet, Boston, Mass.......-.s-seseeees 
Kiersted, M. A., Saugerties, N. Y........++++- 
Luckey, Dr. Robert K., Little Rock, Ark..... 
Lenox, Miss Henrietta A., New York......... 
Lipsey, Mrs. H. H., Archer, Fla 
Morphis, Rey. Mr., Adkins, Ark... 

Mack, W.A., M. D., Pittsfield, N. H 
Madden, A., East Albany, N. Y.............00- 
Morrison, Maria J., Waddington, N. Y....... 
Mitchell, William, New York.............e+08 


Swift, Mrs. Tallmadge, Warren, Conn........ 
Smith, Rev. J. C. & Family, Franksville, Wis. 
Smith, Miss Josephine, Franksville, Wis..... 
Squires, Stephen, Sr., Port Richmond, N. Y.. 
Troy, Rey. Thad L., Kinston, N.C...........0 
Thomas, Mrs. M. E., Stevensville, Pa. 
Wheaton, Miss Eliza, New York............6+ 
Wright, Rev. E., St. Louis, Mo.........s0.0s0% 


LEGACIES. 


Bliss, Ira, late of New York,......cssesescss-s 
Burr, Jonathan, late of Chicago, Ill. 
Dodge, Wm. E., late of New York........... 

Dowd, George M., late of Madison, Conn..... 
Dowd, Abraham A., late of Madison, Conn... 
Ewalt, Mrs. Margaret, late of Perrysville, O. 
James, Henry, late of Jackson Co., Ohio..... 
Landis, R. W., late of Dansville, Ky........... 
Meharry, Jesse, late of Tippecanoe Co., Ind.. 
Nelson, James I., late of Putnam Co., Ind ... 
Osgood, Chloe, late of Westford, Vt.......... 
Smith, Eliza R., late of Essex County, N. Y.. 
Strong, Mrs. Susan C., late of Wakeman, O... 
Woodruff, Philip, late of Genesee Co., N. Y., 


CONNECTICUT, 
aston, Megh App, ON. scsjesede wansteas<cues new 
Naugatuck, Cong. Ch.. 
Northford, Cong. Ch 


DAKOTA, 
Vermillion, Cong. Ch...... odie Sala Lie WAIGOS ats arose 


FLORIDA. 

AP CREP, EVES. Olio. eanuancaces ctereentteuaat 
Hawthorne ptist Ch, 
Lawtey, Union Ch, 


LOUISIANA, 
Louisiana Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.......... 


MASSACHUSETTS, 

Hatfield, Cong. Ch. and Society.............0- 
Middlefield, Cong. Ch...... aainiols Sista c Sad OSMOSIS 
Spencer, Cong. Ch. and Society.............. as 


MICHIGAN, 
Holland, First Ch. 


Hee eee ween eens caeeee wees 


MISSISSIPPI. 


fj 


MISSOURI, 
New Florence, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. 


' NEBRASKA, 
Humbotat, Meth, EpsiChvsccssccscccecsbecveuce 
sh Pres. Ch.,..5 
Kearney, Cong. Ch.. 


Weeping Water, Cong. Chisi.i. 


NEW Sites IRE, 


NEW JERSEY. 

Manasquan, Meth, Ep. Ch....... otiiggs ReeKe de 
Princeton, Religious Contribution Society of 

Princeton Theological Seminary............ 
| NEW YORK. 
| Hartsdale, ‘Meth. 90): eee SOMES Oo 
Northampton, Pres. Ch... 
|New York, First Pres, Ch 
| Rhinebeck, Meth. Ep. Ch.... 


Lyme, Cong. Ch... 


teers 


CHURCH COLLECTIONS. 


wee eee 


| Sag Harbor, Meth. TOL sun poker oceaeient i 
Schodack Landing, Reformed Ch.........00006 | 


[ Mareh 


564 99 
440 10 
1,000 00 
200 00 
4,500 00 
177 78 
261 00 
175 70 
4475 
28 88 
200 00 
115 

50 00 
1,000 00 


—s 


~ 
eget oe Sl siepeeca a. -& 


34s 


2,242 45 


8,644 35 


*k @IAT 


he S to 
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NORTH CAROLINA. 

North Carolina Conference, Meth. Ep. Oh.... 
OHIO, 

Cheshire, Meth, Ep. Chi... cece seinen cs 

Gambier, Church of the Holy Spirit.... sie 

FTPuGION,, CHUPCH tian. scsace sc.ns ceseieso nice ceney 


PENNSYLVANIA, 
Newport, Meth. Ep. Ch....... ceccceevesceusces 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Littie Compton, United Cong. Ch. and Society 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Blue Ridge Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch........ 

South Carolina Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.... 
WISCONSIN, 

Baraboo, Meth. EP. Cy. . 2... ccc cssdecccenevees 


Meth. Ep. Ch. Misst0ns. oo. cece. ceee eee es 


$8 00 


5 00 
25 00 
8 00 


1,053 18 


AVAILS OF SALES BY THOSE TO WHOM BOOKS HAVE 


BEEN GIVEN. 


Hans Christophersen, Whitewater, Wis...... 6 05 
Miss Helen A. Dodge, Santa Fe, New Mex.... 25 
Rey. A. T. Graybill, Matamoras, Mex.......... 6 50 
Rey. A. J. Mead, District Sup’t, Wis.......... 12 00 
Charlies Ott, Lyons, KS... esc scsecnecene oe 6 90 
Rev. J. C. Scofield, Dallas, Texas....... 25 00 
Rey. Seth Ward, Kosse, Texas.......... 20 00 
Brooklyn City Bible Society, N. Y...... Grek 22 70 
Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn.............. 1 45 
Kansas Central AZeQnCY. .<.. 0. scecvecoesccccces 18 34 
Meth. Ep. Ch. Mission in Sweden.............. 198 67 

820 86 

AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 
Credited Credited 
as Donation. on Account. 

Ackley and Vicinity, lowa........-.. $40 00 $2000 
ATbany County, NoY <. 22.2.2 ce ccceees 515 41 
Aberdeen, Dak...........-.s.sececeess 20 98 
Adkins Bible Committee, Ark....... 5 10 
Adair County, M0......0.2..cccccwovve 9 20 
Alexander County, N.C... ; 20 00 
Allen County, Ind.. ..........eseecseee 25 00 
AMRIT, TEXAS... ...--> an sicns~nea'es ve ebee 2 50 
Alameda and Contra Costa, Cal...... 42 15 
Berkeley County, W. Va........- ae 4 00 
Beechwoods, Ohio ........-..eeseseee 40 00 
Bremer County, [ow@..........+-++++ 15 00 
Blue Earth County. Minn............ 79 20 
Barboursville and Vicinity, W. Va... 8 15 
Bristol, Tenn. 16 Ti 
Buchanan County, Mo... 380 00 
Buffalo County, Neb. .....4..-+-+++ _— 62 10 
Black Hillsy. Dak. vec cae -nencacevices 27 00 
Bergen County, N.J....-..+2:eseeeee 8 56 
Beadle County, Dak.......--.++--++0 44 50 
Cache County, Utah. .........-..+-+-+ 499 
Charleston, S. C.......-.--2.-eseeeeees 800 00 
Clay County, Dak.. 10 92 
Chatfield, Minn...... Pesach Mae ee tee 22 90 
Chattooga County, Ga..........---++- 29 30 
Columbus and Franklin Co., Ohio... 834 15 
Cedar County, NeD.........-.s++0+++ * 5 50 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa...............+-++ 6 80 
Cedar County, low2.........eeeeeeeee 83 35 
Chilton County, Aia,.... She vane dates ond 52 20 < 
Columbia, §.C......... a Mr eT mianee 6 123 72 
Cabarras County, N.C........--++0+- 750 
ISG, Nish cetiepen< meids dean 3 apeee se 14 27 
Dodge County, Wis........+.-+-++++- : 7 66 
Delta and Vicinity, Ohio....... seis 8 25 
Davis County, Ks.. Beste Teeee ss 10 00 
Dade County, Mo.. Date otena ce 40 00 
Dadeyville, Ala@..........cceeeseeeeeceee 12 00 
Duval County, Fla........0..eeeeeeeee 50 00 
Elkhart and Vicinity, Ind...........- 19 00 
Eureka Springs, Ark.......-...-s0+00+ 12 80 
Faulkner County, Ark........-+-+++-+ BL 54 
Fayette County, W. Va......--.+-e00+ 22 26 
Fresno, Merced, and Tulare, Cal.... 100 00 
STRAIN tet s wsavnarierenaatesn setts 30 00 
Gibson County; Ind... 2. tot. ec csenees 15 00 ; 
Galena, TWAS. 6 forsee EGLO S a oe 
GriggsvillewEMGisRe Gus taser LY ae eed t 
Grayson County, KY........-seeee0 SATO AH) des 22.73 pu 


- 
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Credited Credited 
as Donation. on Account. 


Gibson County, Tenn........csceseere »  §$li 65 
Pram DOIG, NOD s. oc: ve seee Mewee veins $4 5 27 15 
Hampshire County, Mass............+ 26 02 

Hawkins County, Tenn... 12 87 
FHIBFUTOTO,, Wibss cb vncenece Veenceceoa 10 20 
Harrison County, Ohio..............+ 40 85 
Harper County, KS..........sesescee 4 93 
Harvey County, KS.......c0ccsccscces 15 68 
Hamilton County, lowa.........e.e6. 16 78 
Indianapolis Female, Ind......... vot 91 88 
Lowa, Falls, LOWS. ssiescaerdererosiccves 20 00 
Jackson County, Ind... 82 18 
Jefferson County, Wi8.........eseeeee 15 07 
Jefferson County, Ks 82 61 
Johnson County, KB..........0.-eeeee 17 380 
Johnston County, N.C.........0 eee 4 82 
Kanawha County, W. Va....+ s+.» 79 16 
La Salle County, Tllei.......ccccwerses 17 00 346 73 
Lebanon, Ky viva. .ccecdiwdessiniens ose 62 40 
Laramie City, Wii ui ceeesies siacetelde's 10 00 
Lucas County, LOW&.......csessccveses 15 00 
La Crosse County, Wi8..........s.e+ 104 17 
La Grange County, Ind.............+« 80 00 
Livingston County, Mich......... ... 29 36 
Merrick County, Neb...... 16 65 13 57 


20 00 
233 00 1,200 00 


Montebello, Il 
Massachusetts .. 


Middletown, Ct.......c000. seesvecers 800 00 
Malden and Vicinity, W. Va......... 47 92 
Monroe County, N.Y........seeeeenee 800 00 
Montgomery County, N. Y........... 400 00 
Magnolia and Vicinity, lowa........ 7 65 
Monticello, Lowa... .....csec0c-sseeses 20 00 
Oshkosh Welsh, Wi8.........ceseceess 112 35 29 30 


Orange County, N, Y.....c.sceseeeses 20 00 

Owen County, Ky. scaeesciiscecieun vcs 9 40 
Oldham County, Ky.........-.eeeeeee 83 98 
OVEPOW IA Es A. TEN eased 134 45 
PenNSyIVANIA.... 06.0 .cccceeeceeceessse 2,100 00 
Plainview, MinD..........s00s.-eeceee é 8 62 


Putnam County, W. Va.,.......s00008 23 44 
Pendleton and Vicinity, Ind......... 3 82 
PenAville, Gin. scssmsesaaecens san 29 09 
Radnor Welsh, Obi0.........++--+e0es 84 43 8 24 
Ramsey County, Minn...............- 204 38 
Ronceverte and Vicinity, W. Va..... 1 00 
Randolph County, Ind 12 30 
Reno County, KS...........2eeeee eee 17 88 
San Marcos and Hays Co., Texas.... __ 30.00 38 47 
Salem, Ohi0.. ...5..6sesevevetecseccens 60 00 

SE, WOWIS Mr acon owlasopitieeeaee seinsiaie 200 .00 
San Antonio, Texas. 97 82 
Todd County, Minn... 225 
Uniontown, Ala...... 22 65 
Union County, N.C.. 20 00 
ir PAA rec pian ncn caugan ee 23a 879 33 
Weeping Water, Neb............0-005 gig DBS 56 84 
Williamson County, Texas..........- --80 00 -*° 49 26°>- 
Williamsburg Welsh, lowa.........- AT 67 20 08 
Waukesha Welsh, Wis........ sveveee 7 205 26 ~~~ 28 Wh - 
Whiteside County, Tll.............+ F 80 00 91 47 
Wright County, Minn........... ....) 17 95 
Walworth County, Wis.........-.-+66 25 06 
Washington County, Wis.........5-.. : 8 30 
Washington County, Iowa.........-. 75 00 


Warren County, N. Y....scsseeseeeee 14 00 


Rey. John Hinton, Dist. Supt., Minn. 19 28 . 
Rey. W.H. Vernor, S Ark ~- 46 00° 
‘Rey.Geo.W. Wainwright,“ | Neb.. - 2.18 Z 
Kansas Central Agency........-...0++ 2 80 . 
Cuba APGency ws. . 00: acnernassgivesesises ipectuoy 
Mexico AZeNCY.......2ssecececsccssecdeeseerere 1,208 84 - 
: ee ee 
__ MISCELLANEOUS. ‘ 
Interest ......0se-00 96 62 
Trade Sales... . 1,229 30 
Retail Sales............ 1,924 56 
Sales by Colporteurs. 9,926 06 
GRORIEBS ce ee wis oon 5,408 38 
Record Subscriptions » 862 
BUNATIES....0. Wescceseceee 128 72 
He $48,134 41 
- = ye - 
\ 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. FRED’K T. FRELINGHUYSEN...... President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, .D.D. | Corrente 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D. WB VAM AAC th 


REV. ALBERT 8. HUNT, D.D....... | Secretaries, 
ANDREW L. TAYLOR............ Assistant Treasurer. 
CALEB 'T, ROW DB. vise fp wdestcntcee see General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Letters relating to the general’ work of the Society 
in the United States or foreign lands, and requests for 
grants of books for distribution at home or abroad, and 
communications for the Bible Society Record, should 
be addressed to ‘The Secretaries of the American Bible 
Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to ac- 
counts, fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, 
should be addressed to “The Assistant Treasurer of 
the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society 
Record, ete., and letters in reference to the transmission 
of the same, should be addressed to ‘* The General Agent 
of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York.”’ 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, 
as the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be 
for cash only. Vo books are supplied for sale on commission, 
but as a special inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from 
the catalogue prices ts made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers 
in books, 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 

The attention of the public is invited to the large as- 
sortment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Soci- 
ety, and for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty-five cents to 
twenty-seven dollars. Testaments from five cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 
FIELD OF LABOUR. NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS, 
Alabama & West Florida..Rev. R. 8. HOLCOMBE, 


Tuskegee, Ala. 
WAT RASS oe6 closets aes aise — W.H. VERNOR, D.D., 
Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada...... Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, 
Oakiand, Cal. 
Georgia & Florida........: “Rev. J. L. Lyons, 


. Jacksonville, Florida. 
Illinois & West’n Indiana. Rey. E. G. SMITH, 
. Morrison, Whiteside Co., Ill. 


ROWE otis cca neues ann are .. Rev. O. J. SQUIRES, 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa. 
ICANSAN 2: 5G Nae sil Ao ZE os Ss Rev. J. J. THOMPSON, 
¢ Topeka, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee...Rev. Gxo. 8S. SAVAGE, M.D., 
i Covington, Icy. 
Michigan & Wisconsin... --Rev. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
‘ j Appleton, Wis. 
Minnesota & Dakota...... hes Sais HINTON, 
Faribault, Rice County, Minn. 
Mississippi..... erat c veel Rey. GEORGE W. MITCHELL, 
‘ , Oxford, Miss. 
Missouri........... ...+.....Rey. EDMUND WRIGHT, 
St. Loués, Mo. 
Nebraska, Colorado, & opt Gro. W. WAINWRIGHT, 
Wi Omlity i2y.2s00tee es Blair, Neb. 


North & South Carolina..Rey. OC. H. Winry, D.D., 
Winston, Forsyth Oo., N. C. 

~ Ohio & Eastern Indiana...Rev. ES. GILLETTE, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
Oregon & Wash. Ter...... Rey. P. C. tian ne, 


Salt Lake City, Utah, 


; West Virginia.............Rey. WALTER R. Lona, 


Sh Bete ‘ Wheeling, W. Va. | 


ENTERED AT THE ‘POST-OFFICE AT NEW 


| and public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, 


| by virtue of his membership, on the simple 


Oregon. 
| Texas... Hee Cae ++--Rey. WItLTAM B, RANKIN, - 


Austin, Texas. | 
ie Utah, Idaho, & Montana..Rey. H. D. FisHEr, p. on 


| of each auxiliary from which remi 
Other copies may be ordered : 


TE 


[ March. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 

The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to 
forward their annual reports to the Parent Society 
promptly. Blank forms will be furnished for this pur- 
pose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the 
event should be given immediately to the Parent Society, 
so that it may be recognized. The names of its officers 
and their post-office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxili- 
ary, until it shall have officially communicated to the 
Parent Society that its sole object is to promote the circula- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures without note or comment; and 
that it will place its surplus revenue, after supplying its own 
district with the Scriptures, at the disposal of the American 
Bible Society, as long as it shall remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 
The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes 
the subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The in- 
erease of the subscription to one hundred and fifty 
dollars, or the contribution of that amount in one pay- ; 
ment, constitutes the subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 

I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixteen, the sum of , to be applied to the charit- 
able uses and purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, 
the Board of Managers will make grants of books, to 
Auxiliary Societies and to other responsible parties, for 
sale and gratuitous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Mana- 
gers grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in 
view the special necessities of the various classes of per- 
sons to be supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be 
given away consistently with the benevolent ends of the | 
Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for 
donations of books should be presented first to the Aua- 
iliary Societies within whose fields the books are to be 
distributed, and whose duty it is to furnish them, if pos- 
sible. When an Auxiliary is unable to do this, applica- 
tion should be made to this Society, with the endorse- + 
ment of a responsible officer of the Auxiliary. ae, 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general 
work from other parties, should each have the endorse- 4 
ment of the District Superintendent. H 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, | 


do not come within the range of charitable objects. 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit 
will be given for its donations by those to whom its. 
books are confided for distribution. has 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. vst, 

The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, _ 
for 1885, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the | 
United States postage in all cases will be prepaid | the | 
Society. Twelve copies will be sent to one 
three dollars, in advance. Any life director or life m 
ber of this Society may receive one copy free SI 


that the request for it is renewed an 
condition a copy will be sent to pastors of 
tributing directly to the funds of the Society. 


Three copies will be sent, as Bertoor the of 
money should in all cases ac 
Every person srhis wisi to th 
by) letter or posta Meee 


